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Trash Collection 
 We need your feedback 
concerning our trash-collection 
program.  Occasionally we receive 
complaints of bagged trash being 
spread about by critters.  The 
complainants generally ask that we 
require all trash to be put out in cans 
with secure lids. 

 Our working assumption, 
though, was that our program’s 
flexibility was a major asset.  In 
Bridgewater, you can put trash out in 
cans, boxes, bags, or that macramé 
backpack your Aunt Gertie made for 
you. With a belief that this flexibility 
was worth preserving, we 
contemplated a rule which would 
require cans only if the trash is put 
out before 6:00 am.  Such a rule 
would allow considerable latitude 
while also minimizing critters’ ability 
to make mischief. 

 Lately, though, we have received 
some comments which have caused 
us to rethink our assumption.  Some 
people have suggested that we 
emulate other jurisdictions and 
supply each household with a 96-
gallon “supercan.”  The wheeled 
supercans are easy to handle, but the 
jurisdictions which use them 
generally require all trash to be 
placed in the can. 

Over the long haul, using the 
supercans would be cheaper for us, 
so we are very willing to consider the 
change.  Share your thoughts,  
please, by sending an email to 
feedback@bridgewater.town! 

Whitelow Park Dedicated 

Vegetation Pickup Alert 
Trash and vegetation collections will be on Tuesday, July 3 and Friday, 

July 6 in lieu of Independence Day. 

Bridgewater resident Carlyle Whitelow stands in front of a new sign bearing 
his name at the new Whitelow Park on Dry River Road, dedicated on  

June 12, 2018.  Whitelow Park features playground equipment,  

a swing set, and a walking trail. 

Pickleball Comes to Bridgewater 

 According to the Sports & Fitness Industry 
Association, pickleball is the fastest-growing sport 
in the U.S.  After taking a poll in last November’s 
Current, we discovered that there is a lot of interest 
in Bridgewater.  Beginning on June 30th, the Doug 
Will Tennis Center will have two pickleball courts.  
Additional lines have been added to the existing 
tennis courts to accommodate the playing 
dimensions for pickleball.  Players can reserve 
the pickleball courts just like the tennis courts on 
our Community Pass reservation system.   

mailto:feedback@bridgewater.town
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BRIDGEWATER VOL. FIRE COMPANY 

LAWN PARTY - July 18-21, 2018 

Wednesday, July 18 

 Kids ride all night for one price starting at 6 PM. 

 Veterans eat free with ID.  

 Kids pedal pull.  Sign in at 6 PM.  Pull is at 7 PM. 

 Band:  Pat Cantrell The Traditions (a variety band). 
 

Thursday, July 19 

 Kids ride all night for one price starting at 6 PM. 

 Antique Tractor Pull, 2 PM. 

 Band:  Goodson Band. 
 

Friday, July 20 

 Rides open at 6 PM. 

 Firemen’s Parade at 7 PM. 

 Band:  Hackens Boys. 
 

Saturday, July 21 

 Antique Car Show, 9 AM. 

 Antique Car and Tractor Parade, 6 PM. 

 Band:  Danczet. 

Shuttle from TAHS every night starting at 6 PM 
 

The Ladies Auxiliary needs help making ham sandwiches at 
the fire hall beginning at 8 a.m., Wednesday-Friday during 
lawn party week.  Cake donations are also needed.  Please 
bring cakes to the fire hall or the cake wheel stand.  Contact 
Margaret Miller at 828-2035 for more information.  

Flood Protection Information 
The Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) 
requires us to keep citizens educated on flood protection 
issues annually. For more information, please contact the 
Zoning Department at 908-3397.   
 

Know your Flood Hazard: 

High water often 
comes with little 
warning and can 
be very 
destructive.  In 
October 2016, 
Hurricane 
Matthew dumped 
more than a foot 
of rain 100 miles 
inland in the state 
of North 
Carolina.  The flooding in North Carolina alone has caused 
26 deaths and an estimated $1.5 billion in damages. This 
figure does not include economic losses to businesses.  Dry 
River, North River, and Cooks Creek all contribute to 
flooding in Bridgewater. During heavy storms or soon after, 
floodwaters can overflow their banks and cover streets and 
yards causing damage to cars, garages, basements and lower 
floors.  Any property can experience flooding but those 
within the floodplain are at greater risk. 
 

Flood Insurance: 

Citizens living in the floodplain are encouraged to get a flood 
insurance policy—it will help pay for repairs after a flood.  
Because Bridgewater participates in the National Flood 
Insurance Program (NFIP), citizens can purchase separate 
flood insurance that is backed by the federal government.  
The Town’s Zoning Department can provide specific Flood 
Insurance Rate Map information such as flood zone 
designations, base flood elevations, map and panel numbers, 
or visit www.floodsmart.gov, the official website of NFIP 
 

Protect your Family: 

• Don’t walk or drive through a flooded area. Just six inches 
of moving water can cause you to lose your balance. Two 
feet of water has been known to lift and move a car. 

• Keep away from downed power lines and any other 
electrical wires. 

• Elevate and anchor utilities, e.g., furnaces, air conditioning 
units or propane tanks. 
 

Protect your Property: 

If you know your property is prone to flooding, you can take 
steps to protect your home from damage. These measures 
are called flood-proofing or retrofitting.  One way to control 
flooding is by regrading your lot to create a small flood wall 
or earthen berm. (This works for larger lots when potential 
flooding is not too deep, and if the property is not in the 
floodway.)  Another approach is to waterproof your walls 

and place watertight closures over the doorways. (Not 
recommended for homes with basements or if potential flood 
water is more than two feet.) 
 

Build Responsibly: 

The Town’s major thrust has been to reduce residential 
development in flood-prone areas along its water ways. Six of 
our thirteen parks have been developed along North River or 
Cooks Creek. This has changed residential land that is 
vulnerable to flooding into spacious and attractive park land 
that, while easily flooded, is comparatively simple and 
inexpensive to repair.  The Town also has special zoning 
requirements that help manage private construction in these 
areas.  If you are considering construction along either of these 
waterways, please contact the Zoning Department at 908-4212.  
 

Protecting Natural Floodplains: 

A floodplain provides a valuable buffer between waterways 
and residential development. They provide natural flood and 
erosion control. Grassy areas and trees absorb rainwater, 
allowing groundwater and aquifers to be replenished and at the 
same time filter nutrients and impurities before they reach 
main waterways. Maintaining attractive but natural landscapes 
along waterways allows for a variety of plant and wildlife. This 
helps promote a healthy ecosystem. Further, the aesthetic and 
social value of well-maintained areas along North River or 
Cooks Creek cannot be overlooked. 

http://www.floodsmart.gov
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Annexation 

 People ask me frequently about the Town’s 
perspective on population growth?  Does the Town 
want to remain at about 6,000 residents?  Or are we 
aiming for 16,000?  Usually, the questioners walk away 
disappointed that I don’t have a pat answer.  
Population growth is neither inherently good nor 
intrinsically bad.  A larger census number might help 
us get that Chick-fil-A we’ve been pitching, but it 
would also come with traffic and some dilution of the 
Town’s relationship with its citizens. 

 In no way, then, do we use population growth as a 
measure of success.  While growth probably does 
correlate somewhat with a community’s desirability, it 
is far more dependent on development requirements 
and the availability of raw land.  As a result, population 
growth just isn’t something we think about very often.  
The Census Bureau estimates our current population at 
6,062, and our daily focus is on providing the best 
possible experience to those 6,062 people. 

 That focus is entirely sincere, but it isn’t a complete 
answer to the question at hand.  Even if we don’t 
chase population growth, annexation opportunities will 
present themselves, and we will need to address them.  
As the Council’s loyal servant, I will address those 
opportunities as directed, but I’m pretty sure that the 
philosophy will be this:  An annexation will be 
approved if and only if the Council finds that, on 
balance, it would benefit the existing citizens of 
Bridgewater.  We don’t begrudge developers’ making 
money, and we’re not afraid of our census figures 
growing, but those aren’t sufficient reasons to expand 
the Town. 

 Thinking about the issue this way takes the process 
followed in most jurisdictions and flips it on its head.  
Instead of asking whether there are reasons to 
disapprove an annexation, our sense would be to ask 
whether there are grounds for approval.  The admission 
ticket to the Town is to make us stronger somehow.  
While some folks probably perceive this stance as 
snobby, it is actually based on simple stewardship.  
Each of us is given but one lifetime on this earth, and 
we have been blessed to spend at least part it here.  
Speaking for myself only, I don’t want to be the guy 
who messes it up for all those yet to come. 

Friday Night Films  
(all films start at 8 p.m.) 

July 6: Star Wars - The Last Jedi 

July 13 - Toy Story 3 

July 27 - Cars 3 
 

Saturday Night Concerts  
(all concerts start at 7 p.m.) 

July 7 - Souled Out 

July 14 - Standing Room Only 

July 28 - Mike Davis 
 

Free Admission - bring your lawn chairs & blankets! 

After Dark at Gen Park 
Films & Concerts 

“Our daily focus is on providing the best possible 

experience to those 6,062 people.” 

Y:Jay’s Column About Policy 

 
JULY CONCERTS: 
 

HARRISONBURG/ROCKINGHAM 
CONCERT BAND 
JULY 8 
 

FAITHFUL MEN 
JULY 15 
 

WALNUT RIDGE  BOYS 
JULY 22 
 

SOUTHERN GRACE 
JULY 29 

HARRIS   
SUMMER  
CONCERT  
SERIES  

SUNDAY 
NIGHTS 
@ 7PM 

GENERATIONS 
PARK 

Passport Fair - July 14 - 8 a.m.-Noon 

 Need a passport?  Come out to our passport fair on 
Saturday, July 14th at Arey Assembly Hall to apply for a 
passport.  Passport photo services will also be available.   

 For more information 
on application guidelines, 
procedures, and costs, 
please visit our website at 
bridgewater.town, the 
Department of State’s 
website at travel.state.gov, 
or call us at 908-4212. 



Articles in this publication are compiled and edited by Town staff.  For information, please call B-Connected at 908-4212. 

Town of Bridgewater 
Post Office Box 72 
Bridgewater, Virginia  22812 
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Municipal Calendar 

July 4 .… ....... Town Municipal Offices CLOSED 
 

 

July 10 ........ Dry River Road Meeting - 5:00 p.m. 

 Town Council Meeting - 7:00 p.m. 

 Planning Commission Meeting - 7:00 p.m. 

July Events Around Town 

Bridgewater Rotary Club - Dinner/meeting - 6:00 p.m. 
Tuesdays at Maple Terrace, Bridgewater Retirement Community.  

Take Off Pounds Sensibly (T.O.P.S.) Tuesdays - 4:30 p.m. 
Bridgewater Presbyterian Church.  Contact Vickie Bland at 478-3394. 

Bridgewater Historical Museum, Thursday-Saturday,  
10 a.m. - 3 p.m.  In collaboration with the Bridgewater Branch of BB&T 

memorabilia will be displayed with 120 years of banking in Bridgewater.  
Visit bridgewatervahistmuseum.org for info.  

July 3: Open Door Meeting with a Staff Member for 
Congressman Bob Goodlatte - 11:30 a.m.  Bridgewater Community 

Center.  For more info call 885-3861. 

July 9: Bridgewater Family & Community Educators - 7 p.m.  
Contact Betsy Glendye at 820-6971. 

July 9:  Bridgewater Ruritan Club - 6:30 p.m. Bridgewater UMC 

Fellowship Hall.  

July 12: Bridgewater Presbyterian Church - 6:00 p.m.-dark.  
Third annual CARNIVAL—Free and family friendly, food, games, prizes 
and water slide.  For more information call 828-2442. 

July 14: Shenandoah Valley Textile Guild - 10:15 a.m.-1:45 p.m. 
North River Library.  Contact Marsha FitzGerald 383-8662. 

July 18: V.F.W. Post 8644 - 7:30 p.m.  Meeting at the Post home on 

Dry River Road. Contact adjpost8644@vfwva.org. 

Submit upcoming events to events@bridgewater.town  

 

Bridgewater Current 

Follow Up:  Dry River Road 

Over the past couple months, we’ve 
reported on our progress on several upcoming 
transportation projects like Riverwalk and the 
Gen-Oak Connector.  This month, we’re happy 
to report on the Dry River Road corridor 
improvements.  A design public hearing will be 
held on Tuesday, July 10 from  5-7 p.m. in Arey 
Assembly Hall.  A representative from our 
engineering & design firm, McCormick Taylor, 
will be there along with Town officials to 
discuss the project.   

Plans of the Dry River Road project will be 
available for review and public comment.  
Please contact Bob Holton at  908-3397 for 
more information.    


