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Fall Yard Sale Day - Saturday, September 22 at 8:00 a.m. 

To have your yard sale address listed in the Daily News-Record, on the Town’s website and Facebook page,  

please call B-Connected at 908-4212 or e-mail us your address to yardsaleday@bridgewater.town.  

The last day to submit your address for publication is Monday, September 17. 

B-There Will Get You There 
Our trial run of “B-There” continues through 

September 15th.  Like we mentioned last month,           
B-There is similar to Uber:  You call our B-There 
phone number (908-4208), we’ll pick you up, and we’ll 
drive you to any location within the Town of 
Bridgewater (during our hours of operation below.)  
We think B-There could be a useful way for citizens to 
get around Town while providing more customers to 
Town businesses. 

As we noted before, we’re trying B-There with an 
existing Town vehicle, and the trial does not require 
hiring additional staff.  Fuel is about the only expense 
we’ll incur for the B-There trial.   

 After we complete our B-There trial, we’ll evaluate 
the program to see if it’s worth pursuing year-round.   

B-There Schedule 
 When? Through September 15 

 Times? Monday-Friday:  7:45 a.m.-8:00 p.m. 

  Saturday:  8:00 a.m.-Noon 

  Sunday:  8:00 a.m.-1:00 p.m. 

Who do I call? Call B-There at 908-4208 

Where can I go? Anywhere within the Town limits. 

 How many  Four passengers. 

 can ride?  

 Min. age to  12 

 ride alone?     

 What does No charge!   If you’d like to tip your  

 this cost? driver, you can make a donation to  
  the North River Library. 

Sipe Center Approved 

A draft design of Sipe Center prepared by Harman Construction. 

 At a special meeting on August 30, Town Council 
approved the construction and operation of Sipe 
Center.  More technically, the Council approved “Sipe 
Center Neighborhood District,” granted an appropriate 
special use permit for the theater itself, borrowed $1.4 
million for construction, and appropriated that same 
$1.4 million.    

 So where do we go from here?  Well, next week 
you will see the Council consider bringing 104 North 
Main into the project.  We expect to close on that 
building shortly.  Then, over the next couple of weeks, 
staff will work with our contractor, Harman 
Construction, to finalize the design for Sipe Center.  
The current configuration for Sipe Center consists of a 
lobby and concession area, a 150-seat theater with a 
movie screen and a 15’ by 42’ stage.  Once design work 
is complete, we anticipate construction beginning in 
October.   

 As construction gets underway, we will begin 
planning our schedule of movies, concerts, and theater 
shows.  We anticipate Sipe Center to be complete by 
late 2019.          



Mini-Golf and Par-3 Hours 

Par-3 is open seven days a week through October 31. 

After Labor Day, Mini-Golf will be open on these days: 

Mini-Golf Hours (After Labor Day to October 31): 

Noon to 10 pm on Friday, Saturday, and Sunday   

Rates (Non-Town residents): 

Monday-Thursday: $4 

Friday-Sunday: $5           

Town residents always play Par-3 and Mini-Golf  

for free with their B-Rec card.   
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DEQ North River Cleanup 
 In June, staff from the Valley Regional 
Office of the Virginia DEQ volunteered 
their time to help cleanup North River.  
Their efforts produced some incredible 
statistics:   1.5 tons of litter removed.  This 
includes over 1,000 pounds of scrap metal 
and a wide array of garbage including a Jon 
boat, freezer, car bumper, and 
31 tires.  It is yet another 
stunning reminder about the 
amount of trash and waste that 
ends up in our local waterways.     

 We greatly appreciate the 
time and efforts of our local 
DEQ office for their work to 
help clean up the North River.  
(Special thanks to Trevor 
Wallace, VDEQ-VRO, for 
sharing these photos and 
information.) 

Photo Contest 
 A reminder that our third annual Town 
photography contest will be held on Saturday, 
October 20.  This contest will be open to 
amateur photographers and young 
photographers (ages 12 and under).     

 All entries must be received by Monday, 
October 15.  Individuals are limited to five 
photograph entries.   

 For more information, please visit our 
website bridgewater.town/photocontest 

Mini Landscapes   
DIY Class 

 Come out to learn how to design 
your own fall centerpiece with a variety 
of succulents.   

When:   September 26, 6:30-8:30 p.m. 

Where: Arey Assembly Hall   

Cost:   $45   

Register here:  

www.bridgewater.town/signup 

Nineteen staff members from DEQ 

participated in the North River Clean-

Up on June 21.  The team picked up 

1.5 tons—over 3,000 pounds(!) —of 

litter from the North River.   
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Taxes 

 You may remember that tax plan in the 
Council’s new budget essentially eliminates the 
Town’s real estate tax after this year.  (There will be 
one final payment due on December 5, 2018.)  The 
new plan isn’t perfect—as we heard at the public 
hearing—but it will do a better job of raising 
revenue from the taxpayers which consume the 
most Town services. 

 For most homeowners, that means some of 
your utility bills will go up by $1.50 or so per 
month, but you’ll have no real estate bill from the 
Town.  Although you will still get a tax bill from 
Rockingham County, you’ll have none of that 
much-discussed “double taxation” on real estate, 
and most residential taxpayers will save a lot of 
money! 

 So we’re puzzled when people come into the 
office, look at us sideways, and say they’re waiting 
“for the other shoe to drop.”  Their view is that the 
tax repeal isn’t “real,” because government is more 
likely to trick them then help them.  Our pledge to 
all such skeptics is that there is no other shoe.  
What you see is what you get, and hopefully, it will 
be what you keep getting.  If we have to change our 
tax structure, it will be because we were wrong, not 
because our evil plan is finally unfolding. 

 One of our central tenets is that if we are 
transparent enough, people will be able to trust us.  
If people can trust even their tiny podunk town 
government to be good to its word, their lives will 
be better a little better.  So we’re being totally 
transparent when we tell you that we’re only 
wearing one shoe!  (And if you want to pay your 
real estate tax in person on December 5, you can 
take part in the “Bridgewater Tea Party.”  With 
TMDL regulations being what they are, we won’t 
be dumping anything into the river, but we will 
have some iced tea and a photo op with Sam 
Adams.) 

“Our pledge to all such skeptics is that 
there is no other shoe.  What you see is 

what you get, and hopefully, it will be what 
you keep getting.” 

Y:Jay’s Column About Policy 

Baseline Tennis Clinics 

 Baseline tennis clinics are 
for the beginner tennis players 
who want to learn and 
develop basic skills of the 
game.  Three five-week clinics 
will be offered at the Doug 
Will Tennis Center beginning 
on September 8.  Sessions are 
held every Saturday (Session I 
will be held on September 8, 
15, 22, 29, and October 6.)  Times are set by age group: 

 8:45-9:45 a.m.  6-8 year-olds 

 10:00-11:00 a.m. 9-11 year-olds 

 11:15-12:15 p.m. 12-14 year-olds   

 Cost per session is $55 for Town residents and $60 
for non-Town residents.  Registration is available online 
at bridgewater.town.  For more information, please 
contact Karen Clark: karenclark1@verizon.net. 

A morning full of fun activities  

including crafts, music performances, 

produce, and a petting zoo! 

Food and coffee also available for purchase.  

 

For additional information, check out  

bridgewater.town and our Facebook page. 
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Municipal Calendar 

September 11…..…Town Council Meeting - 7:00 p.m.  

September Events Around Town 

Bridgewater Rotary Club - Dinner/meeting              
6:00 p.m. on Tuesdays at Maple Terrace, Bridgewater 
Retirement Community.  

Take Off Pounds Sensibly (T.O.P.S.)   
5:00-6:30 p.m. on Tuesdays at Bridgewater Presbyterian 
Church.  Contact Vickie Bland at 478-3394. 

Bridgewater Historical Museum - 109 S. Main St.    
New museum hours: Friday and Saturday, 10 a.m.-3 p.m.  
Contact 237-4017 or bridgewatervahistmuseum.org.   

September 4:  Open Door Meeting with a Staff 
Member for Congressman Bob Goodlatte - 11:30 a.m.  
Bridgewater Community Center.  (540) 885-3861. 

September 8:  Blood Drive - 9 a.m. - 1 p.m. Bridgewater 
Presbyterian Church. For appointments call 828-2442, 
www.vablood.org or just walk-in!   

September 10:  Bridgewater Ruritan Club - 6:30 p.m. 
Meeting at Bridgewater UMC Fellowship Hall. 

September 10: Bridgewater Family & Community 
Educators - 7 p.m.  Contact Betsy Glendye at 820-6971. 

September 11:  Memory Café - 2 p.m.  By Alzheimer’s 
Assoc., Bridgewater Presbyterian Church, 110 E. College St.  
Contact Lauren Blackshaw at lblackshaw@alz.org 

September 13:  Civic and Non-Profit Showcase at 
Generations Park - 6:30-8:30 p.m.  

September 19: V.F.W. Post 8644 - 7:30 p.m.                
Meeting at the Post home on Dry River Road.                        
Contact adjpost8644@vfwva.org. 

Submit upcoming events by the 15th of the month to 
events@bridgewater.town  
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Follow Up:  Riverwalk 

It’s been a while since we’ve talked about our 
Riverwalk project, so here is an update.  In April’s 
Current, we wrote that engineering work had begun.  
Our engineering firm, A. Morton Thomas and 
Associates, developed an 8-month schedule for 
developing our construction plans for Riverwalk.  
Simultaneously, 
and as part of 
this schedule, 
they’ve been 
working with 
VDOT on the 
environmental 
review process, 
which also 
takes about 8 
months.  So 
far, we are right 
on schedule with the design work and the 
environmental review.     

These plans will be reviewed by VDOT and, 
sometime in November, we hope to have a finalized 
set of plans ready to construct Riverwalk.  That means 
we’ll be able to go out to bid on Riverwalk this winter, 
with construction beginning in Spring 2019. 

Articles in this publication are compiled and edited by Town staff.  For information, please call B-Connected at 908-4212. 


